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SE RN MO N 
On Tax IMPORTANCE or JUST anp 


ACCURATE pisTincTtIONS 
IN PREACHING | 


EZEKIEL, XIiv. 23: 


And they ſhall teach my. people the difference between the 
boly and profane, and cauſe them to diſcern between the 
unclean aud the clean. 


1 AN is a rational creature. He retains the - 
1 YL divine image in point of rationality, notwith- 
ſtanding, by the apoſtacy he hath loſt the moral image 
of him, who created him. Through the. blindneſs of 
the heart the underſtanding is darkned. And without 

inſtruction he will grow up in ignorance; and re- 
main in a ſtate of alienation from God. He will 
be, perfectly, unable to diſtinguiſh between good 
and evil; or, diſcern the difference between true 
and falſe religion. Being deſtitute of inſtruction, if 
he have any religion, he will certainly embrace a 
falſe one. If he worſhip any god, we heſitate not 
to ſay, that, it will not be the Holy One of Iſrael. 
If he truſt to a Saviour, ſurely it will not be the 
Ford Jeſus Chrift, Of the Trinity he will be to- 
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tally ignorant. And he will have no more knowl- 
edge of the deſign of creation, and the great end of 
government, than of Him, who made and governs 
all things. As to the moral beauty of divine gov- 
ernment, he will remain, totally, blind, except God, 
who commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
ſhine into his heart, to give him the light of the 


knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | : 7 
This being the natural ſtate of man, God was 
pleaſed to make himſelfknown by a written revela- 
tion. This revelation is fo plain, that, it may be 
underſtood, by thoſe, who exerciſe their reaſon, 
without another revelation to explain it. The bi- 
ble contains every thing neceſſary to be known, in 
order to ſalvation. - This ſyſtem of divine truth, 
however, will not be underſtood without inſtruction. 
In this book, we learn the difference between the 
holy and profane: And it was the duty of the prieſts 
under the Bw, tocauſe the people to diſcern be- 
tween the unclean and the clean: the moral of 
which, doubtleſs, is, that it is the duty of the mini- 
ſters ofChriſt under theGoſpel,to cauſe the people to 
diſcern between true and falſe religion. Mini- 
ſters muſt take pains to cauſe people to diſcern be- 
_ tween the clean and the unclean, that they may not 
confound the diſtinctions between right and wrong, 
nor miſtake concerning them, ſo as to put dark- 
neſs for light, and light for darkneſs, but may have 
à good judgment of. diſcretion concerning their 
own aCtions.”* It is the greateſt part of a miniſter's 
duty to teach the people. However, it is evident 
from the context, that, in teaching, conſiſts not his 
whole duty. | | 
Hence the doctrine from the words, which expreſſ- 
eth a miniſter's duty, and implies his character, may 
ſand in the following propoſition, for our prefent 
conſideration: | 


Henry in Loc. DOCTRINE, 


7 |; 
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DOCTRINE 5, 


Aminiſter's duty conſiſts, principally, in wache 


the people, how, to diſtinguiſh between true an 


falſe religion. 5 
An ultimate object, with the faithful miniſters of 
Chriſt, in teaching the people, is their ſalvation. 
Paul faid unto Timothy; Take heed unto thyſelf, 
and unto the doctrine ; continue in them: for in do- 
ing this, thou ſhall ſave thyſelf and them that hear 
thee.” But a miniſter cannot ſave his people, ex- 
cept, in the ſenſe of the text, he cauſe them to diſ- 
cern between true and falſe religion. A miniſter's 
duty, therefore, as a public teacher, is exprefſed in 
the doctrine. . | 
The duty of a miniſter, as a publick teacher, is 
great and momentous. In order, to diſcharge this 
great, and important truſt, he ſhould dwell much 
upon Characters, and the nature of moral exerciſes. 
I. The divine character is the firſt thing, which 
offers itſelf to the conſideration, of a publick teach- 
er of religion. | 
That man,whoſe conceptions of God are wrong, 
eſſentially, can never entertain conſiſtent ideas of true 
religion. He will never be able to diſcern,between 
true and falſe religion. He will always grope in 
darkneſs. He will never be ſatisfied about his own 
exerciſes. The ſcenes of futurity will never appear 
clear, bright, and beautiful: but darkneſs will ſur- 
round him,and fill all his paths. He will not know 
whatto believeconcerning the world to come ; he 
will hang in doubt with reſpect to heaven and hell: 
and the reſurrection of the body and à general judg- 
ment, will be, to him, all myſtery. A perſon, there- 


fore, may be ſo ignorant, as that, to him, 


one, who preaches the goſpel in its purity, will ſeem 
to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods. Thus the great 
Apoſtle ſeemed to ſome; becauſe He preach- 
ed unto them Jeſus and the Reſurrection.“ If thoſe 


perſons 


A 
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perſons had had juſt ideas of that unknown GOD, 
whom Paul preached, and the Athenians ignorantly 
worſhiped, very different would have been the appear- 
ance of Paul unto them, and the religion which he 
preached. That whole ſyſtem of religion will be 
wrong, which is not founded upon conſiſtent ideas 
of the true God. | | 

God is a ſovereign, to him belongeth ſupreme 
power and authority, For the earth is the Lord's; 
and the fulneſs thereof ; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.” He hath an abſolute right to ful; 
fill all his pleaſure. However, we ought to remem- 
ber, that his pleaſure is an Holy Pleaſure. God 
has made us rational creatures. Divine ſovereignty 
is, perfectly, conſiſtent with reaſon. It is harmoni- 
ous with reaſon in fallen creatures. For man by the 
fall loft not his reaſon ; if ſo, he could not have been 
inſtructed ;:to him a divine revelation would have 
been to no purpoſe. Their conceptions of God are 
very wrong, who conceive of him, as having a right 
to make his will a law, without having regard to rea- 
ſon, propriety, and the fitneſs of things. In this 
ſenſe God is not a ſovereign, God is a ſovereign in 
no other ſenſe, than to act upon the large ſcale of be- 
nevolence, without reſpect to perſons, with a view, 
and fixed determination to accompliſh the geateſt 
good of the univerſe. | 1 1 
The higheſt end of government is to promote the 
greateſt good of the whole, ineluding king and ſub- 
jects. This is God's chief end. This is the end of 
reward and puniſhment. God will not, there- 
fore, puntſh any of his ſubjects, let their deſert be 
ever ſo great, except this end, the greateſt good of 
the univerſe, may be promoted thereby. Very far 
ſtom truth, therefore, are their thoughts ofGod, 

Who imagine that he ſendeth ſinners to an eternal 
hell, for no other reaſon, than becauſe they deſerve 
it, On the other hand, fovereignty is not fo ex- 
| tenſive, 


cktenfiveas to tender it conſiſtent, for. 
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+ 
—+ q 
23 — . 


enſive as tc confif 30d to ſend ati 
innocent perfor. to hell, for the ſake of a greater good. 
However, if a finner deferye endleſs puniſhment, 
ind it be neceſſary in order to the greateſt good, 
then it will be conſiſtent with divine juſtice, to in- 
fic this puniſhment upon him. It is alfo conſiſt- 
ent with divine goodneſs. 5 


It is the duty of a publick teacher to exhibit evi- 
detice, froth reaſon and ſcripture, that, the higheſt 
end of government, is, a diſplay of divine perfec- 
tion: To ſhow the propriety of God's making him- 
{elf his laſt end, and vindicate his chatacter therein; 

To Clear the ways of providence, as far 

ce As reaſon ſcans them, and unfold to man 
_ © That perfect beauty is their glorious end, _ 
God is a being of infinite reaſon : and reaſon in man 
is the fate with reaſon inGod., The ways and gov- 
ernment of God are perfectly harmonious, with 
the rationality, with which He hath endowed the 
children of men. And, notwithſtanding, there are 
many things, in the ways and government of God, 


your the comprehenfion of human reaſon ; yet, we 


ught not to believe any thing which is contrary. to 
reaſon. , However, through the depravity of the hu- 


man heart, we may be led to conclude, that ſome things 
de contrary to reaſon, which, indeed, . are no. 


ſo; and on the other hand, that ſome things are con- 
filtent with reafon that are not ſo. A diſtinction 
ought to be made between the reaſoning of fation- 
lity, and the reaſoning of carnality, Prejudite 
| Ws miſt over the face of reaſon, and darkens 
the huttjan underſtanding. This being the cafe, if 
the preacher ſhould ſet divine character and govern- 
ment in! a proper point oflight, it is very probable, 
that ſome of his hearers wilt diſbelieve every word 

which is ſpoken. Let it be remembered, however, 

that, if miniſters do not teach their people, juſt arid 
_ tofifiſtent ideas of God, it cannot be fig of then 
Ft . 3 14 ; B | 
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el ing, and reins trying GOD. Chriſt is the Sun of 


that they cauſe the * to diſcern between * un 
clean and the clean, or between true and falſe religion. 
II. Moſt glorious and j important 1s the character 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This character ought to 


be exhibitcd in a proper point of light, in order 10 
teach the people, how, to diſtinguiſh between 'true 
and falſe religion. The character of ourdivineSav- 
jour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ought to be diſplayed 


as divine, as well as e God and man united. 


He is the brightneſs of God's glory; he that hath 
ſeen him, therefore, hath ſeen the Father. He 
hath a ſpeculative ſight of his true dignity. and glo- 

In Chriſt there were evident marks of divini- 


ty,and alſo of humanity. He is God manifeſt in 


the fleſh. © There is united in him ſuch an aſſem- 


blage of divine and human attributes, that he is, 
without metaphor, truly God, and truly man. De- 
ty, government, and mediation, are ſo clearly com- 
bined in the complex perſon of Chriſt, that no one 


need only be acquainted with revelation in order to 
know and aſcertain his prerogative and glory. In 


regard of his Deity, he is the ROOT, and in regard 
of his humanity, he is the OFFSPRING of David. 
He is hence theMIGHTY GOD, and the child born 
—the EVERLASTING FATHER and the Son 


given. Our glorious IMMANUEL, who poſſeſſ- 
eth in himſe Ma 


who, on that account, is ſometimes ſtiledGOD, and 


the divine and human natures, and 


ſometimes man, is adorned with every PERFEC- 


TION of the SUPREME GOD. All that is 
0 Eu and glorious in GOD's NAME is aſcribed to 


hriſt, not as ambaſſador, bearing up the ſtile of the 


King, but as the King himſelf.” Every title of dig- 
nity, power and authority, which is aſcribed to the 
ſupreme God, is alſo aſcribed to Chriſt. He is the 


rf and the laf, the LORD, the ALMIGHTY, 
dhe KING, JEHOVAH. He is the heart ſearch- 


righteouſneſs 


aſneſs 


1 
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righteouſneſs. Heis the bright and morning Star. He 
is our Redeemer. He can 1 enlighten us; and he can 
fave us. The character of Chriſt is ſuch, that every . 


ſinner may, with fafety, truſt himſelf, in his divine 


hand, for time, and for eternity. Chriſt hath made 
reconciliation for the fins of the people. And noth- - 
ing prevents the ſalvation of any human finner, but 
oppoſition of heart, to. Jeſus Chriſt, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. The import of the preach- 
ing, of the Apoſtle was the ſame, when he ſaid: “S0 


we ſee that they could not enter in becauſe of un- 


belief.“ Chriſt is the foundation and chief corner 
ſtone ofthe Church. Other foundation can no man 
lay, than that is laid, which is JeſusChriſt. This wonder- 
ful perſon, is, the one among ten thouſand, altogeth- 


er lovely! He is the believers beloved, and the 
precious object of his faith. If the character and 


office, of Chriſt, be neglected, the miniſter fails eſ- 


ſentially in his work. For a miniſter ought to knqw 


nothing among his people, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified. 


III. In order that people be taught, how, to diſ- 
tinguiſh between true and falſe religion; 1 it is neceſſ- 


ary, that miniſters pay eſpecial attention to the cha- 
racter of Saints and Sinners. 


Let the preacher delineate, accurately, the cha- 


racter of the people of God; and ler his deſcription 
of the enemies of God, be, equally, accurate and 
_ * diſtinguiſhing ; this will give his hearers an op- 
8 portunity, ſtrikingly, to difcern the difference between 


the holy and profane. And if they be not very igno- 


rant, as well as totally blind, they will diſcern an eſſen- 
tial difference between the religion of ſaints, and, the 
religion of ſinners. Of theſe characters, the publick 


teacher of the religion of eſus ought to give his hear- 


ers, a juſt and accurate deſcription. And thoſe lively and 
accurate characteriſticks of the people of God, and the | 
| enemies of his church, in the ſenſe of the text; will 


cauſe. 
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cauſe the people to diſcern between the unclean and 


a” 


the clean. 


But a miniſter can neyer diſcharge that part of his 


2 duty, which conſiſts in cauſing the people to diſ- 


cern between the unclean and the clean, while, his 

preaching implies no eſſential difference between 
ks PS ſinners, the penitent and Knpenitent, the 
cds and unbeliever. | 

It is important that people be taught wherein 

 Gaints,and ſinners are alike ; and in what conſiſts the 
_ eſſential difference, which there © is between them. 
This matter ſhould be brought to a point: and the par- 
ticular thing, which ſets one on the right hand, and the 
other on the leſt, moſt diſtinctly and clearly defined. 
Very exact, juſt, and accurate, muſt this deſcription 
be, left ee 00 left to deceive themſelves, and 
therefore, periſh ; and their blood be required at the 
hand of the miniſter, 


The regenerate and unregenerate,generally ſpeak- 


| . hg, may be alike, in every thing, except one. They 


may be equally learned, equal in externally good con- 
duct, equally. good members of eivil ſociety: they 
may give equally of their ſubſtance to feed the 
poor; yea they may be equal i in their Knowledge of 


| Seu holy ſcriptures. Their knowledge of God may 


hk. ual ; and their underſtandings may. be equally 
enlig rened, by the convicting influences of the 


| Holy Spirit. Hence both may . underſtand the 


truth; but the feelings of the heart towards God and 
the truth are not alike. This is the point of dif- 
ference. Here they part aſunder. One receives the 
truth in the love of it; the other, though he 
K. ow the truth, yet his heart doth not embrace it. 

heſe remarks agree with the ſaying of Chriſt to the 
Jews“ But now have they both ſeen, and hated 
both me and my Father.” The ſpeculations of the 


.. Unregenerate,upon the doctrine of the goſpel, may be 


as jut, and as fc riptural, as the ſpeculations of the 
| 14 regenerate. 


II. Job. iii 10. f Ron. i. 18, 21. + II. Pet, in. 20. 
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.regenerate, - Their dachrinal knowledge may be 
alike, when there is no likeneſs in the moral tem- 
per of the heart. Let a man's ſpeculatjons be what 
they may, if he do not righteouſneſs he is not of 
_ God, neither he that loveth not his brother, 
Good men, it is true, not being a eg againſt 


the truth, are under better circumſtances to gain 


chriſtian knowledge, than unrenewed men; yet, 
there is abundant evidence from ſeripture, that natur- 


a men may have the knowledge of God and Chriſt. 
The Apoſtle to the Romans, ſpeaks of ſome who 


hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs; and alſo of their 
knowing God, who were unthankful, and wnoſe 


fooliſh heart was dark ned. The underſtanding. may 


be full of light while the heart is full of darknefs, 
The Apoſtle Peter alſo ſpeaks of ſome, © who had 
-- eſcaped the polution of the world through the kyow!- 
 eazeottheLord andSaviour JeſusChriſt,and yet were a- 


gain entangled therein and overcome. It is allo ſaid, 


that they knew the way of righteoufneſs, yet turned 


from the holy commandment. Thus, it is evident, that 
light in the anderſtanding is a very different thing fram 


Grace, or the love of God, ſhed abroad in the 


_ beart. 


IV. A miniſter ought to pay particular attention 


to the nature of the chriſtian warfare. 


There is, ſometimes a warfare in natural meu, but 


not a chriſtian warfare: A warfare conſiſts in the op- 

_ .. poſition of two parties to, each other. The warfare in 
unregenerate men conſiſts in the oppoſitionof reaſon 
and the carnal mind. There is no agreement. be- 
tween rationality and the enmity of the human heart. 
But, there is ſometimes a powerful conteſt, a, great 
ſtruggle in the human breaſt, All that unregenerate 


— 


men know about an internal warfare, is the oppo- 


ſition of reaſon and the pride of their hearts. And 


knowing therefore, that there is a warfare in the 


breaſt 


— 
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breaſt of every chriſtian, ſome men, doubtleſs, are 
Jed to conclude, that they have experienced this 
. warfare, A chriſti an warfare confiſts in the oppo- 
-fition of the fleſh and ſpirit.“ But unregenerate men 
have nothing of the ſpirit of Chriſt in them; they 
eannot know, therefore, by experience, what, a chri- 
tian warfare meaneth. But they may know what 

it is not, and therefore, are under no neceſſity of be- 
ing deceived, by ſuppoſing, that, the oppoſition of 
reaſon and the carnal mind, is the chriſtian warfare. 
However, from the ſimilarity of thoſe warfares, there 


is danger of deception. This being the caſe, it is 
the miniſters duty to diſtinguiſh them; to point out 
their difference, and cauſe his hearers to diſcern be- 

tween the chriſtian warfare, and the warfare of the 
„ ” - - 5 

V. In order that people be able to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween true and falſe religion, it is neceſſary that they be 
taught the difference between grace and reaſon. 

Mankind often receive information from the dic- 
tates of reaſon, what is right, and what is wrong. 
And they perform many outward actions which are 


required in the law of God, from thoſe rational dic- 
tates: And hence they are led to conclude, that they 


are good men. Such men are deceived. And the 


deception ariſes, from not diſcerning the difference, 


between grace and reaſon. | 


From what ſource ariſes the good outward aCtions, 


of civil, moral, men! Not from a principle of grace 


in the heait ; but from a principle of reaſon. The 


- rationality of a man of underſtanding,perceives a na- 
tural beauty in many external actions, and this per- 
ception, he may flatter himfelf, is peculiar to the 


children of God. The intellect, in diſtinction from 


the heart, may ſee natural beauty in the perfections 
of God. And not knowing how to diſtinguiſh, between 
natural and moral beauty; or, between ſeeing and 


deligbtin 
ann. * 


xs 


lighting in God, the perſon may think, that he hath 
beheld, as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, and is changed 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. Hence the danger of deception, if we 
do not diſtinguiſh, between a rational perception, 
and holy complacency. a . 
A man may have a ſenſe of the juſtice of God in 


the damnation of ſinners : he may be convinced, 


that God would be juſt, in his own eternal damna- 
tion; and yet, notwithſtanding, be perfectly blind, 
to the moral beauty of divine juſtice. Such a ra- 
tional ſenſe is conſiſtent, with the ſuppoſition, that 
the heart, at the ſame time, is perfectly oppoſed to 


tte being and perfections of God. The reaſm of 


man faith there isa God. But the ſame man may 
fay, in his heart, there is no God.“ A man, there- 


fore, is not a good man, becauſe he is rational. Rea- 


ſon is a good thing: but, it is not moral goodneſs; 
it is not holineſs. 8 . 
VI. It is impoſſible, that a minifter ſhould teach 
his hearers, how to diſtinguiſh between true and falſe 
religion, unleſs, they are taught the nature of holineſs 
and the nature of s. 
Holineſs and fin are moral exerciſes. And, be- 


| tween them there is no likeneſs. But they are eſ- 


ſentially different. And people are liable 
to embrace fatal errors, if they know not their 
nature, and their difference. For, if they call that 
holineſs which is not ſo, they may flatter themſelves, 
that, they are in favour with God, when, indeed, they 
are in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity. And 
if they know not, in what fin conſiſts, they may think 


themſelves guilty, when in truth, they are innocent. 


They have wrong ideas of holineſs, who conceive 


of it, to conſiſt in any thing, ſhort of, or, diſtinct 
from, mental exerciſe. There is no holineſs in any 


outward act, only, as being connected with, or, riſing 


from 
* H/. xiv. 1. 
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from mental eXerciſe. Hofineſsconfifts it the voll- 


tion of à rational, intelligent, ereattire, one, who is ca- 
pable of contetnplatihg, and adiniring the perfection 
r ee 
We may, therefore, ſuppoſe, that Adarm catne out of 
the hand of his Creator, in the very exeteiſe bf Holinefs; 
and in the very exerciſe of admiration of the divine 


hand from which he came. The excellency and mo- 


oy of thoſe exerciſes are ſound in themſelves; 


in diſtinction from their cauſe. ; 468 
The original holineſs of our firſt parents did not ariſe 


out of the exerciſe of reaſen,or the exetciſe of choice as 
aconſequent from its antecedent, or as an effect from 
its cauſe: but, it was found ih a volition harmonizing 
with-the voice of reaſon, The language of reaſon is, 
that God is worthy of ſupreme affection, from al in- 
telligent creatures: the nature of holineſs is, to ſay, * 
amen; and, ackually, tö loveGod ſupremely. Reaſon 
faith it is a moſt deſirable thing, that there fkouldhe a 
God: holineſs rejoicerh in the thought that God is: 
and with the holy ſoul, the divine government is an 
object of pleaſing contemplation. Unregehnerate men, 
therefore, have reaſon ; but they are entirely deſtitute 
of holineſs. VV 


* 


Sin, alſo, conſiſts in volition ; but it volitiot;per- 


fectly oppoſite in its natiire, to that, in which Roli- 


neſs conſiſts. Thefe can be no fin, where there is 


no volition, choice or mental exerciſe. Sin, there- 
fore, doth not conſiſt, © ini want of conformity t the 


law of God,” in no other ſenſe tlian as being, preciſe- 
I the ſame thing with actual tranſgreſſion. We ate 

born into the world, with a diſpoſition, a motal tem- 
per, directly oppoſite to thar, which Adam had, When 


God created him in his own image, after 


his own Iikeriefs. And we ate borr into the 
World with this diſpoſition, in cotiſequence of the 


fin of our firſt parents. Fer, © by the diſobedience of 
one many were made ſinners.” However, the fin of 
5 ; each 


_ 


* 
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each individual perſon, is diſtin& from the ſinof every 


other perſon, And no one will be called to giye ac- 
count in the day of judgement, for any ſin, but his 
own perſonal acts. For all will be rewarded in that 
day, accordingly, as their works ſhall be. A doc- 
.trine ſimilar td this was taught by the Prophet. 


.<< The ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die: the ſon ſhall 


not bear the iniquity of the father, neither ſhall the 
father bear the iniquity of the ſon: the righteouſneſs 
of the righteous ſhall be upon him, and the wicked- 


neſs of the wicked ſhall be upon him.“ | 


VII. Another thing, which belongs to a miniſter 
in order to cauſe his hearers to diſtinguiſh, between 


; * 


true and falſe religion, is to delineate all the chriſ- 
_ Lian graces. | | 


Let a perſon know, how true religion will oper- 


ate under the various circumſtances of providence ; 
and he, being brought into thoſe circumſtances, has 
an opportunity to determine his character. He may 


then ſec, of what temper of mind he is. All the 


chriſtian graces claim the attention of publick 
teachers. All claim an accurate definition. But 


* 


ſome more eſpecially, ſuch as, love, ſubmiſſion, hu- 


mility, repentance, and faith. | 


True love to God is a diſintereſted affection: 


The ſubmiſſion of a regenerate ſinner to God is un- 


conditional. He doth not ſubmit toGod, becauſe he 
knaws that God will ſaye him; but he obtains evi- 


dence of his good eſtate, from having, previouſly, 


ſubmited to God without reſerve. Humility loves 


a place in the duſt, and rejoiceth to ſee God exalted : 
* leads us to think meanly of ourſelves, and 
io give the preference to others. She takes the left 
hand, and gives the right to her neighbour. Re- 
pentance is a change 4 the mind, from the love of ſin, 
to the love of holineſs. Faith implies all the foregoing 
MD "C 


4 graces; 
* Exekb. xviii. 20. | 
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= 
-graces;and,is eſſentially different from any thing which 
can take place in the unregenerate. The faith of ſome 
is to believe that they have faith. This is not the 
faith of the goſpel; this is not ſaving faith: For 
an unregenerate man may believe, as firmly, that he 
is a chriſtian, as a regenerate man. Thoſe who 
make true faith to conſiſt, in believing that they are 
' chriſtians, never doubt of their chriſtianity, or of their 
good eſtate. And no wonder, for ſelf is the object 
of their faith, and ſelf is always in view. Beſides, it 
is as eaſy to exerciſe ſuch a faith, at one time, as at 
another; in bad frames as well as in good ones. 
Such a faith hath no ſupport. It is the preſump- 
tion of an hypocrite. Nr 
For one to believe that Chriſt died for him in par- 
ticular, is not ſaving faith. For, an unregenerate 


man may believe, as firmly, that Chriſt died for him 


in particular, as one that is born of God, Chriſt 
hath taſted death for every man: He hath, therefore, 
died for me in particular. And there is no more dit- 


ficulty in believing it, than there is, in believing, 


that there is ſuch a place as London. Neither doth 
it imply any more grace in the heart, to believe the 
one, than to believe the other. hh 
VIII. Dependence and obligation are conſiſtent, 
That love, which is required of us to exerciſe to- 
ward God, will never take place in our heart, only, 
in a ſtate of dependence on God. It is not in man 
to originate thoughts. To propoſe a thought, in 
order to originate, or to bring into being, is an ab- 
ſurdity. For the very mentioning of the thought, 


' ſuppoſes it already originated, or brought into being. 


The Apoſtle faith, *that we are not ſufficient of our- 


| ſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but our ſuf- 
ficiency is of God.“ That is, our ſufficiency, or 


power to originate thoughts, is not of ourſelves, but 
of God. Let, notwithſtanding, we are to blame for 


having 


9 2 Cor. iii. 5 
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having wicked thoughts, and are required to forſake 

them. Had not Simon, the ſorceror, been to blame 
for his thoughts, the Apoſtle never would have di- 
rected him to repent and pray, that the thoughts of bis 


heart, might be "nt him : And theProphet faid, 


let the wicked forſake his ways, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts. If it be in man to originate thoughts, 
then he can originate holy thoughts; and if ſo, he can 
regenerate himſelf. But this is the eſpecial work of 
the ſpirit of God. And the Bible attributes this 
work to no other power. It is required of us to be 
holy, but it is no where required of us to criginate 
holineſs in our own minds. It is required of us to 
repent; but not to cauſe repentance. It is required of 


us to convert; but not to cauſe converſion. It is 


required of us to believe; but not to cauſe faith. It is 
required of us to work out our own falvation—*©but 
it is Gad that worketh in us, both to will and to do, 
of his good pleaſure. No man ever had any holy 
thoughts, holy deſires, or gracious exerciſes, of which 

himſelf was the efficient cauſe ; but he is under obli- 


gation to have them; yer, abſolutely dependent on 


God for them. Theſc ideas are conſiſtent, and the 
diſtinction, important. 

IX. There are two kinds of neceſſity. To diſ- 
tinguiſh them, and point out their difference, be- 
longs to the miniſſerial office. One kind of neceſſ- 
ity is conſiſtent with free agency and accountableneſs: 
The other is not conſiſtent. with accountableneſs, 
becauſe it duth. not in any ſenſe include volition. 

There is a neceſſity conſiſtent with free agency. 


It is ſaid of Chriſt, that, He muſt needs go through 


Samaria, Chriſt alſo ſaid unto his diſciples, © It is 
impoſſible but that offences will come: but wo unto 


him thro' whom they come. Chriſt was voluntary in 


going through Samaria, yet he muſt needs go. It 
was neceſſary that offences come; yet, it was a ne- 


ceſſity 
* F061 124.23 
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eeſſity conſiſtent with free agency, otherwiſe it would 
not have been proper to pronounce a wo, on 
thoſe, through whom the offences came. Hence we 
fee, there is a neceſſity conſiſtent with free agency; 
and accountableneſs. Doctor Clark, reaſoning on 
the free agency of the ſupreme cauſe, ſaith, q 

cc There is a neceſſity conſiſtent with the greateſt 
freedom, and moſt perfect choice. For the only 
foundation of this neceſſity is fuch an unalterable rec- 
titude of will, and perfection of wiſdom, as make it 
impoſſible for a wiſe being to act fooliſhly. This is 
a neceſſity not of nature and of fate, but of fitneſs 
and of wiſdom - A neceſſity which excludes voli- 
tion, excludes accountableneſs. But a neceſſity 
which includes volition, includes accountableneſs.— 
Where ever there is volition in a rational creature, 
there is virtue, or vice, without ſuppoſing, that that 
volition depended on an antecedent volition. Hence 
that aſſertion of Doctor Taylor,  ©* That a neceſſ- 
ary holineſs 1s no holineſs,” is evidently wrong. And 
he was doubtleſs led into this error, 'by not diſtin- 
guiſhing between the two different kinds of neceſſi- 
ty. For it is true, that we cannot conceive of a ne- 
ceſſary holineſs, uſing the word neceſſary, in ſuch a 
ſenſe as to exclude choice, or free agency. © 
-  Acreated holineſs is a neceſſary holineſs. But 
it may be ſaid, that a created holineſs is inconſiſtent 
with free agency: but, we are as dependent for our 
free agency, as for our holineſs ; yea, we are as de- 
pendent for our free agency as for our rationality. 

If free agency always implys independence, then 
no creature can be a free agent: God is the only free 
agent in the univerſe. And, therefore, all the vir- 
tue, and all the vice, in the univerſe, if there be any 
virtue and vice, belong to God. But it is evident, 
that Angels and men are free agents; it is alſo evi- 
dent, that their free agency is a dependent free agen- 
h e FOR. | cy. 
*Clark's Demonſtration, &c. Edit. 6 p. 64. K 
t Thatis, a wolition of the creature. 
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uld cy. A created holineſs, therefore, is confiſtent with 
on free agency. Hence alſo free agency is conſiſtent 
we with one kind. of neceſſity. Fo 
CY; X. There are two kinds of inability.* And to 
on diſtinguiſh them, ſhow their nature and difference, 

4 is the duty cfa publick teacher. | 
uteſt One kind of inability excludes blame; but, the 
only other is perfectly conſiſtent, with the greateſt de- 
Ne gree of criminality. 75 N 
e it Man is not to blame, for not finding out the ſe- 
is is cret things of God. Such things belong to God, 
neſs only: They belong not to man : neither is man to 
voli- blame for being ignorant of them. Man cannot b 
ſſity fearching find out God, he cannot find out the Al- 
.— mighty unto perfection. And it is impoſſible for 
ture, any man to feel guilty for not ſearching out the Al- 
that mighty unto perfection. Man cannot cauſe the da 
ence ſpring to know his place. He cannot bring fort 
ceſſ- Mazzeroth in his 0 ; or guide ArFurus with his 
And ſons. Man cannot draw out Leviathan with a hook, 
iſtin or his tongue with a cord which he letteth down. 
ceſſi- Man hath not an arm like God ; he camot thunder 
a ne- with a voice like him. Now, it is evident, from 
uch a common ſenſe, that no man can feel himſelf crimi- 

nal, for ſuch a kind of inability as this. | 

But | However, there is a kind of inability or cannot, 
iſtent belonging to moral agents, which, is: perfectly 
r our conſiſtent with criminality. The Fallen Angels 
s de- camo love God; they camot be pleaſed with his 
ty. character; they cannot cordially rejoice in his gov- | 
then - 2rament... But, who will ſay, they are not crimi- 
y free nal? They are nodoubr criminal. They are there- 
e Vir- fore, © reſerved in everlaſting chains, under dark- 
Je any neſs, unto the judgment of the great day.“ The 
ident, Abpoſtle faith, © They that are in the fleſh cannot 

evi- pleaſe God.“ But are they not to blame for not 
agen pleaſing God? If they are not, then all the blame 

cy. in 


Vi. Preſident Egavard's Enquiry, P. i. ſec. Pag. 26. 
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in the world, belongs not to wicked men, but to- 
good men, only ; for it is wicked men, not good 
men, ho are in the fleſh. ' The inability of wicked 
men to pleaſe God, is ſuch, that they are evidently 
guilty, they ſometimes feel guilty; and in the day 
of judgement they will have nothing to ſay. If 
there be, therefore, any of the enemies of the chriſ- 
tian religion, or learned Doctors in the chriſtian church, 
who are able, by their metaphyſics to prove, that 
there is no difference between a cannot ariſing from 
a weakneſs ofunderſtanding, and a ſtrong inclination 
of mind ; 1 fay, if there be any, who are able to 
prove this, they may, by their metaphyſics prove, 
that there is no moral evil in the univerſe. 
If we attend to ourſelves, and to the holy ſcrip- 
tures, we ſhall find, that there are two kinds of ina- 
bility belonging to moral agents. , The fallen an- 
gels cannot love God; and the holy angels cannot hate 
Him: Vet both ſorts are moral agents; the former, 
blameworthy; and the latter, praiſeworthy.— 
Again, Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Ye cannot 
ſerve the Lord.” Now, if this cannot mean the 
ſame, as camot, when it is ſaid, We cannot ſearch 
out the Almighty unto perfection, then ſinners are 
not toblame, for not ſerving theLord. Hence it is 
evident, that there are two kinds of inability belong- 
ing to free agents, the one, of which, excludes the 
idea of blame-worthineſs, and the other is perfect- 
Iy conſiſtent with the greateſt degree of criminality. 


The end of the firſt Sermon, 


THE 
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EZEKIEL, xiv. 2 N | 
And they ſhall teach my people the difference between the 


boly and profane, and cauſe them to diſcern between ' the 
unclean and the clean. 5 bs 


| HAVING finiſhed what was deſigned to be faid, 


in ſhewing the duty of miniſters, in diſtinguiſhing 
between true and falſe religion, we proceed tothe 
VV 


which contains the inferences from the ſubject, and 
the addreſſes at the Ordination. th | 


Ky 
3 


4 838 totally diſqualifies a man for 


the miniſterial office. | 1 
It is the duty of a miniſter to teach the people, to 


feed them with knowledge and underſtanding. 


For, the prieſts lips ſhould keep knowledge, and 
they ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth: for he is the 
meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts.? Teaching neceſſ- 
arily implies knowledge and underſtanding. To 
an ignorant, as well as an immoral teacher, will ap- 
ply the ſaying of Chriſt : © If the blind lead the 

eee 

Mal. ii. 7. a 


- 
. 24 
S — 


blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch.” We 
may as well expect light to flow from darkneſs, 
or a ſweet ſtream from a bitter fountain, as to ex- 
pect that inſtruction, wiſdom and underſtanding will 
be the offspring of ignorance. 
One, who undertakes ſo great and. good a work, 
as that of the goſpel miniſtry, oughtto be a man of 
extenſive knowledge. He ſhould be learned in all 
the branches of literature. He ought to be able to 
defend the truth, againſt oppoſition 2 every quar- 
ter. He ought to qontend earneſtly for the faith; 
and defend the true ſyſtem of religion, againſt all in- 
vaders. If he would cauſe the enemy to flee, he 
muſt accurately teach the difference between the holy 
and profane. Nothing will confound the enemies 
of truth, like teaching, clearly, tne difference be- 
tween true and falſe religion. To bring into view 
the hidden things of darkneſs, will cauſe them to co- 
ver their faces, and with ſhame to quit the field. 
Many of the profeſſed enemies of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, are men of genius, and extenſive learning. 
Should not the miniſters of Chrift, be as learned as 
the enemies of Chriſt? They ought. Then they 
will be under no embarraſment from that quarter; 
they will therefore be able to diſcover the fallacy: of 
all their ſophiſtical arguments, It requires a * 
much greater to defend a falſe propoſition, than is 
neceſſary for the ſupport of truth. A miniſter of 
Chriſt, therefore, being on equal ground in point of 
learning, with a miniſter of ſatan, can, if he be wiſe 
and prudent, eaſily, defend the truth, and triumph- 
antly bear off the palm of victory. In ſuch a con- 
teſt, however, meekneſs and humility are very ne- 
ceſſary, otherwiſe the triumph will be conſtrued to 
imply a boaſt, and therefore, will injure the cauſe, 
and diſhonour Chriſt, e BR EATEN IT 
. . Michael-the Arch-Angel, when contending with 
the devil about the body of Moſes, did not = the 
: 3k 55 eonquett 
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tonqueſt ſo much by his learning, as by his meck- 


g nels, wiſdom and prudence: For, he durſt not bring 
5 againſt him arailing accuſation, but faid, The Lord 
It rebuke ther. | 1 

| No ſcience will be uſeleſs to a miniſter, if proper- 
" ly improved. And every ſcience ought to be. im- 
yy proved in defence of the truth. Miniſters, therefore, 
on may e ſtudy metaphyſicks, not merely to learn the 
iy art of ſophiſtry ; but to be able to meet the enemies 
Uh of truth upon their own ground, and with their own 
4 weapons.” They ought to conſecrate all their li- 
Mg terary acquiſitions and improvements to the work of 
5 the ſanctuary.“ Garti 5 Eq 13 

. Exident it is, that miniſters ought to be men of learn- 
10 ing. More eſpecially, however, ought their knowledge 
10 Ka — extenſive in the holy ſcriptures; for theſe, through 
11 faith, are able to make men wiſe unto falvation.* 
ph | len may be very learned in philoſophy, mathemat- 
10 ics, politics, phyſic and hiſtory; and yet de very 
ry poorly qualified, indeed, to teach ſinners the differ- 
my . ence between true and falſe religion. Except 
18. a man be well furniſhed with the knowledge of the 
as {criptufes, and have a capacity to communicate his 
ey ideas to others, he is not qualified for a miniſter. 
ter; Some degree of capacity is evidently neceſſary in 
ot che moſt abſolute ſenſe. A man, who is altogether 
e void of knowledge and utterance, or who is deaf and 
* dumb, may be a ſaint, but cannot be à miniſter, 
of This conceſſion, however, takes nothing from the 
t of force of the general obſervation, that real religian 
4 is of the greateſt importance, and moſt abſolutely ne- 


5 | Bo cCeſſary 


B 

* © Grea', ardurts, and inportantis the avark of the goſpelmi- 
nifiry. And no ſmall furniture and accompliſhments are requifite 
Yor the honourable and ſucceſsful diſcharge of it. Without good 


natural abilities, without literary improvements, and a general 


_ acquaintance with ſcience, eſpecially the holy ſcriptures, and ibe 


genius of the chriſtian religion, the miniſters of Chrift will, not be 
able to execute the public offices of their function, with propriety, 
",Danour and tcceptauce.” | | 
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cèſſary to the faithful diſcharge of a miniſter's ſacred 
1 of” ö at 
It may be aſked, what degree of knowledge is 
neceſſary to qualify a man to become a teacher or 
miniſter in the church? It is evident that thoſe, whoſe 
duty it 1s to teach others, ſhould have a greater de- 
gree of wiſdom, and knowledge, than thoſe whom, 
they undertake to teach. A miniſter ſhould have 
ſuch a degree of knowledge as to be able to o_ 
ſtrong meat. He ought not to uſe milk.; for, ſaith 


the Apoſtle ; « Every one thatuſeth milk, is unſkil- 


ful in the work of righteouſneſs, for he is a babe. But 
ſtrong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, 
even thoſe who, by reafon of uſe, have their ſenſes 
exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil.““ He is not 
qualified to feed with meat, who has need to be fed 
with milk himſelf. An ignorant preacher, who 


has a leſs degree of knowledge than his hearers, will 


ſoon find himſclt unable to ſupport the character of 
a teacher: this will diſappoint the hearers; and he will. 
bring a load of contempt upon his own head. How 
deſpicable the preceptor of a-ſchool would appear, if 
he were leſs learned than his ſcholars ! | 
It is evident that miniſters ſhould be ſtrong in 
the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; that they ſhould 
be faithful men; who ſhall be able to teach others 
N 1 A 
A miniſter muſt not only have a ſtore of ideas, 
buthe muſt be ſkilful inthe art of communication. 
Knowledge alone, without a capacity of communi- 


cation, is not ſufficient, If the preacher have a great 


degree of knowledge, yet if he be unable to com- 
municate his ideas, whatever the cauſe may be, he 
cannot teach the people the difference between the 
holy and profane. If, alſo, a miniſter be deſtitute of 
grace; if he have not patience and meekneſs, how- 
ever learned he may be, he is not qualified to teach 


1 The Amer. Preacher, Vol, 1. p. 4. Heb. v. 13. 14. 
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others. Hence faith the Apoſtle: “ The ſervant of 9 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all q 
men, apt to teach, patient. In meekneſs inſtructing q 
thoſe that appaſe themſelves; if God, paradventure, 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of 

.Üd2 . NY 

II. One of the moſt eſſentially neceſſary, and 

moſt extenſively uſeful qualifications of a good mi- 

niſter, is, that he be a good man, that he have a firm 

belief of that goſpel hie is called to preach, and a live- 

ly ſenſe of religion upon his own heart.“ If we 

| conſider what the work of aminiſter is, what is impli- 
ed in the great duty of his office, we ſhall readily ſee 
; the neceſſity of his being a man of real religion. If 
we conſider how difficult, and laborious the work 
| mult be, to cauſe the people to diſcern between the 
_ unclean and the clean, ſurely, we ſhall be ready to 
5 cry out, © Who is ſufficient for theſe things? It 
J will be very inconſiſtent for any to undertake to vin- 
dicate the cauſe of Chriſt, who is not himſelf a cordi- 


7 al diſciple of Chriſt. «© A miniſter hath to do 
f chiefly with the hearts and conſciences ofhis people. 
His buſineſs is to convince the ungoldly ; ro awak- 
n en the ſecure; to enlighten the ignorant; to direct 
1 and ſtrengthen the weak in the faith, and in general 
8 as a phyſician, to adminiſter the medicine proper to 
| the various conditions and diſorders of his hearers. 
% Now it muſt at firſt fight appear, that he who is a 
. ſtranger to the power of godlineſs, and knows noth- 
= ing of the ſpiritual life himſelf, muit be utterly unfit 
it for diſcerning how it thrives ;. or aſſiſting and pro- 
— moting it in others. That man muſt ſurely be moſt 
3 powerful in ſearching, and moſt ſkilfpl in guiding 
e the conſciences of others, who has been accuſtomed 
of to examine and direct his own.” _ . 
* UD pon the neceſſity of a miniſter's being a man of 
h learning, we have already obſerved : His W 
8. | his 
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his human learning, however, will not be profitable, ex- 
cept he have real religion to purify, and direct it, in- 
to its proper channel. A bad man is apt to ſtu- 
dy merely to gratify his own fancy; and there is a falfe 
hrury and delicacy in feeding the mind as well as 
the body. No true religion is the great pre- 
fervative againſt miſtakes or abuſe of any kind on 
this ſubject.“ „A bad man is alſo exceedingly 
prone' to intellectual pride and felf-ſtfficiency. 
But he, who is ſanCtified by divine grace, as he has 
every motive to diligence in acquiring knowledge, fo 
the ſingle purpoſe to which he will wiſh to apply it, 
s to ſerve God in the Goſpel of his Son.“ 
God can, if he pleafe, doubtleſs, make uſe of a bad 
man to promote his glory, and the good of his king- 
dom: However, if he be deſtitute of true religion, 
Chriſt will ſay to him in the laſt day, depart from me, 
I never knew you. The probability is ſmall, that 
God will promote the happineſs of ſinners, by the 
inſtrumentality of a wicked miniſter : but if he 
ſhould, nothing will ſecure his own happineſs in 
the day of judgement, but real religion, clean hands 
and a pure heart; for without holineſs zo man ſhall 
fee the Lord. If a miniſter, therefore, would be 
ſucceſsful in his work ; would he promote the reli- 
gion of others, let him be religious himſelf. If he 
call upon others to repent ; let him repent himſelf. 
If he call upon others to come to Chriſt ; let him 
be a diſciple himſelf. A miniſter, who hath a carc- 
leſs, unchriſtian wakk, defeats, by his life, the intent 
of his preaching. © Though in reaſon, it cannot 
juſtify any one in difobeying wholeſome in- 
ſtructions that the inſtructor deſpiſes them himſelf; 
yet it is one of the moſt common excuſes men make 
for themſelves.” Some think they may deſpiſe the 
reproofs of their Paſtor, if while he teaches others, 
he teach not himſelf. . 


III. 
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III. That preaching is not inſtructive and pro- 
fitable, which is not diſtinguiſhing. 1 
A preacher may be popular among his people, he 
may pleaſe the greater part of them, and yet exhibit 
no particular ſentiment in his ſermons. His Hear- 


ers inay be unable to determine, whether he be a 


calviniſt r univerſaliſt. But however pleaſing ſuctr 
pteaching may be to the vain and thoughtleſs, yet 


that preaching only is profitable unto. men, which is 


diſtinguiſhing.F Hearers will not profit from that 
preaching, which doth not diſtinguiſh between true: 


and falſe religion. Their fancies may be gratified, 
but their ſouls will not be fed; neither will their un- 


derſtandings be enlightened. Chaff may feed the 


fancies of men, but their ſouls need, more ſubſtantialmeat. 


A miniſter, who ſeeks to profit his hearers, will 


not ſhun to declare unto them all the counſel of 
God. Though ſome may think him rigid and fe- 


vere, yet this will not deter him from duty. Some 


may become his enemies, becauſe he tells them the 


truth. This was the caſe with the Apoſtle Paul. 
And, alſo, Abab, the king of Iſrael, ſaid of Micaiah 
the ſon of Imla ; © I hate him, for he never proph- 
eſieth good unto me, but always evil.” The diſ- 
courſe which flows ſmooth and even, dwelling on 
generals, not directing to the conſcience, nor ſin- 
ners purſued in it by the terrrors of the Lord, is moſt 
applauded.” It is related as a fact, faith Doctor 
Linn, of a certain preacher, who had arrived at fo 
great a perfection in adapring himſelf todelicate ears, 


that he once told his hearers; © If they did not 


vouchſafe to give a new turn to their lives, they 
would go to a place he hid not choofe to name in 
fo courtly an audience.” It is no breach of charity 
to ſay, continues the Doctor, that ſuch preachers and 
their hearers are in danger of going down to hell, 


andenduring never ceaſing torments. It ought not 
0 


+ See the note on th laſt page. 


- 


— * 1 
j 


2 
— 2 ? 
—_— K - 


to be forgatten, eſpecially, by 8 that, *the. 
fear of man bringeth a ſnare.” If miniſters would 
not be confounded, and render themſelves uſeleſs, 
they mult love the praiſe of God, more than the 
praiſe of men. They muſt fear God, rather than 
man. They ſhould, therefore, with the Prophet, 
« ſet their face like a flint.” Such an one may ſay, 
I know that ſhallnot be aſhamed.” 

Iv; Sermons. ought to be plain. There ought 
not to be a mixture of foreign language in ſer- 
mons. They ought to be expreſſed in the lan- 
guage of the hearers, in words © eaſy to be un- 
derſiood.” Hence . ſaith the apoſtle; © in the 


church I had rather ſpeak five words with my un- 


derſtanding, that I might teach others alſo, than ten 
thouſand words in an unknown tongue. It be- 


comes a preacher to adapt his diſcourſes, as much as 


poſlible, to the capacity of his hearers. © Great 
 tTwelling words of vanity,” and flowery language, ſuch 
as tends to miſlead, and dazzle the mind, rather than 


enlighten the underftanding, ſhould be avoided. 


All ee e metaphiſicalt reaſoning ought al- 
fo tobe avoided. | 


The ſubtilty of ſchoolmen, the making of diſtinc- 


tions where there is nodifference, and logical forms, 
are not found in well written ſermons. The preach- 
er, however, ought to fpeak grammatically ; his 
language ſhould be elegant, ſolemn, and ſcriptural. 
His arguments alſo ſhould be plan and : concluſive. 
Every argument ſhould be. analogous with reaſon. 


and ſcripture. It may be impoſſible for chil- 


| dren, and thoſe,who take little,or no * to inform 


their minds, to underſtand the plaineſt reaſoning and 


the moſt ſimple language. Some ſubjects, alſo, re- 


quire deeper reaſoning, and words leſs in common 
uſe :1 do not mean therefore, that every word and 
every argument ſhould be fo plain,as that every body 
| | 7. "ay 
ET. Cor. vix. 19. f That is, metaphifecs, falſely fo called. 
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may underſtand them. Every word and every ar- 
gument, however, ought to be, as plain, and as fa- | 
miliar, as the nature of the ſubject will admit. 

A preacher ſhould not ſearch, deeply, into things, 
ſhould not dig below the ſurface for truth, for no 
other reaſon, than, to obtain an opportunity, more 
ſtrikingly, to teach his hearers their duty. The uſe- 
fulneſs of every propoſition conſiſts in its being re- 
duced to practice. A point of ſpeculation, which 
is not, or cannot be reduced to practice, is unprofit- | 
able and vain. Thoſe ſermons therefore, generally 4 
ſpeaking, are the molt profitable,which are the . | | 
| 


full, particular, and diſcriminating, in the applica- 
tion, or improvement. Speculation, without ap- 
plication, though ir may pleaſe, yet, it will not profit. 

V. Sermons ought ſome times to contain matter, 
above the preſent underſtanding of the hearers. ' 

This at firſt view, may be thought inconſiſtent 
with the preceding inference. But, it is perfectly 9 
conſiſtent with all poſſible plainneſs. For, doth it 
follow, that, the Arithmetician is not plain in teach- 


ing diviſion, becauſe it is above the preſent under- : 
ſtanding of thoſe who have gone no farther than 3 
multiplication? And ſhall the teacher always keep ; 


his ſcholars in multiplication, - becauſe they do not 2 
underſtand diviſion ? It is true however, that what | | 
is beyond the capacity of man to know, ought to re- I 
main untouched by human hands. But, the goſ- | 
pel miniſtry, the word of reconciliation, is committee 
to earthern veſfels : And whatever is contained in 

; one earthern veſſel may be communicated to another. 

"1 So, whatever the miniſter knows may be taught 

. the people. | eee, 
| 1* a miniſter muſt always confine himſelf to the 


5 preſent knowledge of his hearers, the idea of teach- 

L ing, is totally excluded. Nevertheleſs, 

If heaxers would get knowledge, and increaſe in 9 
5 wiſdom and underſtanding, they muſt not ſwallow 4 


what 


=. 


what the minifter ſaith, without examination; but, 


they ought to judge for themſelves: Every man ought 
xo hear for himſelf, and carefully, and with impar- 


tiality compare what he hears with the ſcriptures of 


truth; and, he .ought to look to the fountain of light 
that he may underitand the holy ſcriptures, for they 
through faith are able to make men wiſe unto ſal- 
vation.” To the lawand to the teſtimony,“ this 
4s the only ſtandard by which doctrines are to be try- 
ed. But then, they, who are ignorant of the ſcrip- 
4ures,will not know what doctrines are according to 
truth. Hence the importance of underſtanding the 
Bible. This book coptains a divine revelation ; this 
revelation was . deſigned for man, human ſinners: 
and men, generally ſpeaking, may underſtand it. Na- 
tural men, unrenewed ſinners, may underſtand. the 


bible. To ſay otherwiſe, is to ſay, that man muſt 
do his duty before he can know it. 


VI. A miniſter muſt be a man of ſtudy; he muſt 


de a man of accurate thought; meditation and prayer 
mould ernploy much of his time. Time is precious. 
And it ſhould be improved in the contemplation of 
che moſt precious objects. The ſtudy and medita- 
tion of a goſpel miniſter, lead him to the ſurvey and 
contemplation of things ſpiritual and divine. His 
buſy mind is much employed on the thoughts of the 
Being, wiſdom, and goodneſs, of the great God. 
The ſtudy of a miniſter implies the contemplation 
of divine beauty, and the perfection of the divine 


government. Studying alſo implies reading, Hence 


we find the Apoſtle Paul writing thus to Timothy: 
Till I come give attendance to reading, to exhor- 


tation, to doctrine. Meditate upon theſe things; 


give thyſelf wholely to them, that thy profiting may 
appear to all. | SES Wrote NW 


He, cannot faithfully, and to the edification of 


. his hearers, diſcharge the duty of a publick teacher, 


| -without 
* I. Timothy, iv, 13, 15. 
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without giving himſelf to reading, meditation and 
prayer. He may pleaſe ſome of them, for empty 
minds are pleaſed with empty diſcourſes; however, 
the more rational, and ſolid part of the audience, will 
receive no ſatisfaction, edification, or comfort. 
King Solomon, who was emphatically ſtiled, The 
Preacher, taught the people knowledge. But, how 


did he teach them ? He previouſly gave himſelf to 


ſtudy, that he might ſeek out, and ſet in order what 
he had to deliver. © And moreover, becauſe the 
Preacher was wiſe he ſtill taught the people knowl- 
edge; yea he gave good heed, and ſought out, and 


ſet in order many proverbs. © The Preacher ſought 


to find out acceptable words; and that which was 
written was upright, even words of truth.”* Thoſe 
preachers, therefore, who flatter themſelves, that they 
can edify and ꝓrofit their hearers, without ſtudying, 


implicitly ſay, that they are wiſer than Solomon. 


If a miniſter begin with a certain ſtock of knowl- 
edge, when he is ſettled over a people, yet a very 
ſhort time will exhauſt that ſtock, if he do not give 


. himſelf to reading, meditation and prayer. That is, 


it will be exhauſted in ſuch a ſenſe, that he will have 
nothing new to bring out of his treaſure. His ſer- 


mons will be void of inſtruction; they will contain 


nothing but an unaffecting ſameneſs. Hence 


the importance of cloſe and accurate thought, ſerious 


meditation, diligent reading, and fervent prayer. 


VII. Diftingwiſhing preaching, that which keeps 


in view an effential difference between the holy and 


profane, admirs of no middle. character, and there- 


fore, of no middle ſtate. Such a preacher views all 


his hearers, the very moment, in which he addreſſes 
them, as being in favour with God, and through 


grace intitled to the joys of the world above; or, as 
the enemies of God, and therefore hanging over the 


pit of of eternal burnings, expoſed every moment to 
e E plunge 


Feel. ii. 9, 10. 


34 


plunge. into the lake of endleſs ſorrow and wo. We 
may expect, then, that a faithful miniſter will be an- 
imated in his addreſſes to the people of God, to en- 


courage them to be ſteadfaſt, unmovable, always a- 
bounding i in the work of the Lord. And that he 
will be pathetic and earneſt, in exhorting ſinners to 
repentance, and in warning them to flee from the 
wrath. to come. For a miniſter to addreſs ſaints and 


ſinners, indiſcriminately, as if they were all one cha- 
racter, and bound to the ſame place, is a dangerous 


mode of addreſs. In this way he renders himſelf po- 


pular, but not profitable. Sinners love not diſcrim- 
ination, they chuſe not that any character ſhould be 


excluded from tne kingdom of God. However, 
in order, that preaching may be uſeful, it is neceſſ- 


ary, that it be very diſcriminating, cloſe, and parti- : 


cularin the application. 


VIII. If it he the miniſter's duty, to reach the 


people the difference between the holy and profane ; 
and cauſe them to diſcern between the unclean and 
the clean, as expreſſed in the text, then it is, evi- 
dently, the duty of a people to attend upon the in- 


ſtruction of their miniſter... And if there be any 


who know not how to diſtinguiſh, between the un- 


clean and the clean, or between true and falſe * | 


under the teachings of a wiſe and faithful miniſter, 


it muſt be Owing to their own ſtupidity and inatten- 
tion. 


*« Permit me now to turn my diſcourſe to him 


who is waiting to be introduced into this part of the 
vineyard of Chriſt,” 


DAR SIR, 


Lou are about to conſecrate yourſelf to a — * 0 
the moſt momentous, the moſt important, and the ! 
moſt difficult of any” which was ever committed into 
the hands men. However, it is not a work of which 
you need to be aſhamed. In this work the greateſt _ 
characters in the univerſe have been employed, 


Noah, 


- 
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and his Apoſtles, were Preachers. You therefore 


have reaſon to rejoice in God, that he allows you! to 
enter upon this great and good work. 

In order to render yourſelf {killful in this 8885 
work, you are led to contemplate the perfections, the 
character, the law, and the government of the great 
God. You may look into eternity, and view the 
conſtitution of divine government, as containing 
marks of infinite wiſdom, ſurpriſing grace, and 
matchleſs goodneſs. You will do well to remember, 
that, your preaching will be eſſentially wrong, if it 
imply a doubt, of the perfection of this divine con- 

ſtitution of government. You may look forward 
to the day of judgment, and ſee the divine plan un- 
fold, and exhibit to view a beauty, a glory, which will 
fill every holy mind with delight, aſtoniſhingly great, 
to all eternity. 

You and your hearers will ſoon appear in judg- 
ment, to give account ; this, doubtleſs, ſtrikes your 
mind, with a lively ſenſe of the importance of 
preaching a diſtinguiſhing religion; left any in that 
day ſhould fay, if I had been taught the difference 


between the holy and profane, the righteous and 
the wicked, I never ſhould have been found on the 


left hand of the glorious judge. 


If, then, you wiſh to have the approbation of your 


own conſcience in the day of judgment, preach a 
diſtinguiſhing religion ; if you wiſh to have the 
approbation of the conſciences of men, preach a di- 
ſtinguiſning religion if you wiſh to have the approba- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, your Saviour, and your Judge, 
preach the true religion, diſtinguiſhed from all coun- 
terſeitt. Fear not the face of men. But, addreſs 
ſinners with all poſſible plainneſs. Let them know, 
that there is an eſſential difference between their 
true character, and the character of real. ſaints. 
Do not flatter ſinners : But teach them their true 
; character, 


»6 
character, and their true ſtate; let them know their 
awful ſituation, while they remain enemies toChriſt. 
Teach them, that in the day of judgement, nothing 
will avail them, nothing will ſecure them a place, in 
the manſions of the kingdom of Chriſt, but true 
and undefiled religion. All will fall ſhort of the full 
fruition of Chriſt in his kingdom, who are found 
deſtitute, in the day of trial, of repentance toward 
God and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Take heed leſt you' ſear the conſcience, and har- 
den the hearts of men, by teaching them directly, or 
indirectly, the impoſſibility of ſinners doing what 
God requires. I here is no hope of a ſinner, while 
he thinks, he cannot do, what God faith he ought 
todo. Treat men as rational creatures, as moral a- 
gents, accountable to God for all their moral con- 
duct: and let reaſon anſwer for their diſobedience 
to the holy law of God. Will reaſon object againſt 
doing right? Will reaſon diſa 1 «.avady of a law which 
requires nothing but what is for our own good ?—It 
1s the wicked heart, only, therefore, wk replieth 
againſt God. You,my Dear Brother, have to per- 
ſuade the heart to comply with the dictates of reaſon; 
and cauſe ſinners to diſcern between the unclean and 
the clean; that is, between good and evil; and urge 
them to chooſe the good and refuſe the evil. And 
if you allow them, to ſay, they cannot, as an excuſe, 
all attempts to adminiſter conviction to their con- 
ſciences, will be, forever, in vain. If theſe things 
be inconſiſtent with the law and teſtimony, let them 
be as water ſpilt upon the ground. However, Dear 
Sir, you ſce, in order to determine what is truth, 
you muſt diligently apply yourſelf to the ſtudy of the 
word of God. To the only ſtandard, © the ſcrip- 
tures of truth,” you mult pay ſpecial attention, or 
you will not be able to make thoſe accurate diſtinc- 
tions, which will be neceſſary, would you preach the 
| religion of . the true gn; diſtinguiſhed 


from 


from all counterfeits. Do not imagine, that you 
will be able to diſtinguiſh the unclean from the clean, 


to preach the goſpel in its purity; to be a faithful and 


profitable minifter, a teacher of the difference be- 
tween the holy and profane, without being aſſiduous, 
and laborious in your ſtudy. 

Lay out yourſelf to be a N a  workman 
that needeth not to be aſhamed. Enter into this 
vineyard of Chriſt, with a full determination to /a- 


bour, and if poſſible to repair the waſte places. Ma- 
nure and cultivate this garden of the Lord, and you 


may expect the dew of heaven to water it. Feed 
this flock ofChriſt, with the ſincere milk of the word 
and you may expect that they will grow thereby. 
Diſplay divine truth with a full blaze of evidence, 
and you may expect the miſt of darkneſs and error 


Will vaniſh.” 


You muſt love your Lord and maſter ; ; you muſt 
love his wol k; you muſt be faithful in his vineyard, 
and willing to ſuffer in his cauſe. Dear Sir, re- 
member your dependence; be prayerſul, for without 
Chriſt you can do nothing. Let Chriſt, then, be 
your Councellor. © Invite him into your ſtudy : 
And never enter the ſacred deſk ae! nis gracious 
preſence.“ 


1 now aſk the Den of the Church and 


congregation in this place, while I freely addreſs 


them on this ſolemn occaſion. 
DEeaRLY BELOVED, 


If you feel right, you will, with gratitude, receive 


« one of the richeſt bleſſings whichChriſt has to be- 
ſtow upon a people, a Paffor after his own heart. 
Such a Paſtor we believe is now waiting to take 


the care and charge of your ſouls.“ It is his duty 


to teach you the good and right way; to preach to 
you the goſpel of Chriſt, in diſtinction from *anoth- 
er goſpel.” It is your duty to receive with meek- 
neſs the ingrakted word, which } is able to fave ah. 
* DIG 8 


IA POS er or ae err 75: > 


| proſpects. If the man, who is about to be ſet over you 


35 


2 
2 —ů—̃ ͤ dk 


outs. But be ye doets of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your ownſelves.” Let his preaching 
be ever ſo accurate, diſtinguiſhing, and analogous 
with the word of God, yet, if you refuſe to receive it, 
yeu ſhut your eyes and ſtop your ears, it cannot 
profit you. If it be important, that you ſettle a mi- 
'nifter among you, it is equally important that you at- 
tend upon his publick adminiſtrations, that you be his 


conftant hearers : The firſt thought, therefore, teach- 


es you the inconliſtency, of being abſent, from the 
Place of publick inſtruction. If you expect your 


miniſter to come to you, with the word of truth 


-rightly divided, with acceptable words ſet in order, 
you muſt ſupport him, ſo that he may ſpend a ſuf- 
ficient portion of his time in reading, ſtudying, &c. 
He will not be likely to come to you, with the word 
rightly divided, with a portion for your ſouls in due 
ſeaſon, if his time be neceſſarily "taken up with la- 
bour in the field. But if he, through preference, 
give himfelf to labour, inſtead of giving himſelf to 


the work of the miniſtry, you will ſoon find you have 


made an unwiſe choice. But, at preſent we moſt 
cordially approveof your choice ; and we rejoice 
with you, in the joy of the day. Pa 


We do not expett that he will blaze like a comet ; 


-but we truſt, his light will be uniform and ſteady, 
like a ſtar of the firſt magnitude, ſhining. more and 


more to the perfect day. We hope and truſt, that 
he will be a faithful and uſeful miniſter. Much, 


However, depends upon your exertions. We hope 


and truſt, alſo, that you will be faithful to him. We 
anticipate the pleaſure of ſeeing your rapid improve 


ments in the faith and order of the goſpel. We 
hope to ſee your light ſhine forth as the moon in 


huer greateſt ſplendor, or even, as the ſun in his me- 


Tidian luſtre.” _ 
"We rejoice with you, on account of your happy 
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as a watchman, on this part of the walls of erulalem, , 
be faithful, you have a great price put into your 
hands, which, if it be not your own fault, will be im- 
proved to your everlaſting advantage. But, while 
we rejoice at your invaluable privilege, we tremble , 
in view of your danger. For if faithful preaching | 
do no not prepare you faſt for heaven, it will ſwiftly. 
ripen you for a more dreadful condemnation. The 
tranſactions of this day are, therefore, big with eter- 
nal conſequences to you.” In conſequence of the 
privilege now to be put into your hands, you will be 
prepared to ſet down with Abraham, Iſaac andJacob, | 
in the kingdom of God ; or, you will abuſe the pri- 
vilege, and make yourſelves veſſels of wrath, fit for 
a moreaggravated condemnation. Which of the 
ſtates will be your final portion, is a matter which 
moſtnearly concerns you. Take : heed, then, how 
you treat the meſſages ofthis Ambaſſador of Chriſt. 
For his teaching will be to your ſouls a ſavour of 
life unto life, or ofdeath unto death. This is a ſo- 
lemn day to you.“ And next to that day, in which 
you muſt be called before the bar of God to give ac-- 
count. 

One word to all the people of God, who hear me 
at this time. To you truth appears beautiful: Ttiis | 
food to your ſouls ; yea, it is a cordial to the fainting 
mind. To you the character of God is glorious; 


your eyes have ſeen his beauty. His government 


you love; and his Son you adore.—You know the 
difference betweeri darkneſs and light ; © for ye were 
ſometime darkneſs, but now are ye light in theLord.”+ T 
You know the chriſtian warfare; and you know ho 
to pity finners—You know there is no excuſe for 


fin : let your light, therefore, ſo ſhine before men, 


that they may ſee your good works, and glorify your k 
father who is in heaven.“ a 
I ſhall conelude with an addreſs, in a 0 words | 
to. 

+ * Mate. v. 16. 5 pb. v. 8. 
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to Hoſe: Du Sa in; the ways of their own: hear, 
and in che light of their own eyes. | 
Natural men hate inſtruction. 12 « They are 5-4 
the deaf Adder that ſtoppeth her ear: which yill'not 
hearken to. the voice of charmers, charming never ſo 
wiſely.” 4 Truth, ſet in a clear and ſtriking point of. 
light, is calculated to adminiſter conviction to the 
conſciences of men ; but ſinners hate to be convict- 
eq teſt they be condemned.” For every one that 
doth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to, the 
light,” left his deeds ſhould be reproved.”* They 
will, therefore, turn a deaf eaf to the voice of inſtruc- 
tion. . The. ſgnnd of the goſpel, which | is, in itſelf, a 

ytul ſound, grates upon the ear of impenitent 
conn No one, that is not born of God, can bear 
the lighr of the goſpel. They are children there- . 
fore, who will not hear the law of the Lord: but 
fay to the ſcers, ſee hot ; and to the Prophets, pro- 
pheſy not unto us right things,ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
things, propheſy, deceits. T Difficult then is, che 
work of. a miniſter! For their duty 1 is to inſtruct 
thoſe who hate inſtruction. This being the caſe, 
faithful minſſters are dften obliged, with the Prophet 
Micaiah, to eat the bread of affliction, and to drink 
the water of affliction. Pity, then, the miniſters of 
Chriſt, O-my hearers | And pity your own; ſouls, O 


ſinners ! Hath not the greater part of you, for many 


years turned a deaf ear to the voice of inſtructign ® 
Have you not hated thoſe who have come to you in 

loye, and with the words of peace on their tongues, 
for no other reaſon, than, becauſe they told you the 
truth? If fo, you are haters of knowledge; and your 
doom may be read in the firſt chapter of tie Proverbs. 
But ye have ſet at nought all my counſel and 


would none of my reproof: I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometh, as deſ- 


olation, and your deſtruction as a r Fou 
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ſhall * the, fruit of your owN ways, and. be filled © 
With your own devices. And mourn at Jaſt, whep 
thy Ah and thy boch are conſumed.» > And lay, 
how have we Rare inktruction, and our heart deſpiſed 
F; and have not obeyed che! voice of our 2 
ers; nor fHnclined our ear A them that inſtructed us! ö 
We were almoſt in all evil in the midſt of the co 
e and aſſembly. ol Remembet therefore, 5 | 
inner! that if you continue in ſin, you will die with; 
out inſtruction, and inthe greatneſs of yout folly,you 
ſhall go aſtray.} Be btn then to get wiſdom; 
and with all thy getting, et underſtanding. 
Exalt her, and ſhe ſhalt Pg . ſhe ſhall bring 
'the to honour, when thou doſt embrace her. She 


ſhalf give to thine head an orhament of « grace: a crown 
of gory hare delive? t. to thee. When, thou go- 
eſt thy ſteps ſhall not. be e firiitned”; and when ip 5 


runneſt, thou ſhal? not ſtumble. Fake faſt, hold dof 
We let her not go: keep her, for ſhe is thy 
1 e 
Rerember, O finner#! that vu are rational crea- 
tures, that you are conſcious of right and wrong, that 
you know, good from evil: Yqu feel yoyrſelvęs under 
obflgation to God. You are moral agents; you are 
accountable creatures. Let your moral actions, then, 
coificide with the. dictates of reaſon, and you will ſe- 
cure the ſalvation of your ſouls. If REASONS 
will juſtify you, in the day of judgment, then, God will 
juüſtify you: your ſouls therefore will be ſafe. Let 
not a moment then paſs without reſolving to act a- 
greeably to the dictates of reaſon. Why halt you 
between two opinions? Reaſon and conſcience ſay, 
that you ought to be religious. Follow their wiſe 
and ſovereign diftates.” Do you follow the dictates 
of reafon ? Doth not reaſon teach you to love God, 
to hate every ſin, and to believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ! Flatter not yourſelves, therefore, that you 
follow the dictates of reaſon, while you are in the 
gall 
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all vallof diate and; bond of i MFI, 1 into * 
own hearts, content not yourſelves with outward forms: 


- [© for,as the tree is, ſo is the fruit: As is the foun- 


tain, ſo are the ſtreams.” Wretched is the ſitua- 
tion ofthoſe rational creatures whoſe hearts are op- 
poſed to reaſon ! Open, then, your eyes on your 


vretchedneſs, and your ears to inſtruction. When you 


are moved to action, enquire whether it be a dictate 
of reaſon, or a dictate of the fleſhly mind ? for, there 


s an eſſential difference between the ways of reaſon, 


and the ways of the human heart: Therefore walk 
not in the ways of the heart: and in the ſight of 
thine eyes: For know thou, that, for all theſe things 
God will bring thee into JUDGMENT.* Sinners 
now put darkneſs for light and light for darkneſs: 
They dilcernf not their difference. «And have ſaid, 


it is vain to ferve God.“ ut, when God ſhall 


make up his jewels, Then ſhall ye return, and 


'DISCERN between the righteous and the wicked; 


between him that ſerveth God, and him chat ſerveth 
him not. 


74 0 eee. t LE ſpiritually. + Mel. iii. 18. 
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++ At will not a little ſubſerye the good ends pro- 

ſed in the queſtion, for a miniſter, very frequent- 
y to lay down in his ſermons the, DISTINGUISH- 
ING marks and characters both of the converted 


4 


and of the unconverted, and that with all poſſible 


plainneſs, that ſo every one of his hearers may be a- 
ble to judge of his own ſtate,and may know to which 
of theſe two claſſes he belongs. But then great 
care mult be taken that thoſe diſtinguiſhing charac- 
ters be juſtly drawn : For it may eaſily happen,thro' 
a Preacher's unſkilfuineſs in this affair, that the un- 
converted on the one hand, may be deceived into a 
good opinion of their preſent ſtate, and may grow 
thereupon more ſecure and careleſs ; and that ſome 
converted perſons, on the other hand, may be un- 
reaſonably diſquieted and filled with groundleſs 
and fruitleſs fears. However, a prudent miniſter, 
who has experienced a work of grace upon his own 
heart, will have no great difficulty ſo to deſcribe it to 
others, as ſufficiently to guard againſt the miſtakes 
on both ſides; and to lead both one and the other, by 
the unering light of Scripture, into the knowledge 
of the true ſtate of their own ſouls.” | | 
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+ An extra from à letter, written in the German language, 


by the Reverend and celebrated Dr. Aucustus HenMANNusS 
FRANK, OS * 
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